Claims : 



1 . (Currently Amended) A process of allowing a patient to have limited input access 
to their electronic medical record, the method comprising the steps of; 

a) providing the patient with a machine readable card including a questionnaire concerning 
the patient's medical history, environment, symptoms, or other pertinent information for 
answering by the patient; 

b) receivin g the patient's medical history, environment, symptoms, or other pertinent 
information from the patient in response to the questionnaire provided on the machine 
readable card: 

c}[[b)]] interfacing the machine readable card witii a scaiming type machine to convert the 
patient's written answers to a data stream; 

d}[[c)]] arranging the data stream into a defined data structure simulating the protocol 
structure from a party having authorization to export data to the patient's patient-specific 
electronic medical record; 

e}[[d)]] sending the arranged data stream to an assigned location for importing into a patient's 
patient-specific electronic medical record, wherein the patient's electronic medical record 
contains patient-specific, clinical information regarding the patient's health; [[and]] 

f) verifying that the arranged data stream is authorized to be imported into the patient's 
electronic medical record: and 

g}[[e)]] importing into the patient's electronic medical record the patient's medical history, 
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environment, symptoms, or other pertinent information provided by the patient on the 
machine readable card. 

2. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1, further comprising the step of forming 
a basic patient medical record in a computer tlirough entry of information using a keyboard by a 
professional staff member. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1^ wherein the machine readable 
questionnaire includes questions concerning the systems making up the human body with designated 
locations for patient responses. 

5. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 1^ wherein the step of interfacing the 
machine readable card with the scanning type machine is accomplished by a member of the clinical 
staff 

6. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
converting and arranging the data stream to a defined set of data structures simulating the protocol 
of Health Level Seven (HL7). 

7. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
arranging the data stream into a defined data structure according to a protocol of ASTM (American 
Society for Testing and Materials). 

8. (Cancelled) 
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9. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving the fomiatted data with an interface engine and sending it to a database containing the 
patient's electronic medical record. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 2^ wherein the computer is a standard PC 
microcomputer and the keyboard is compatible with the computer. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The process of claim 4^ wherein the machine readable card is 
a paper answer sheet comprised of questions widi designated areas for patient responses. 

12. (Cancelled) 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The process of claim 9^ wherein said database is any database 
that accepts HL7 or ASTM messaging. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 6:, wherein the step of arranging the data 
stream into a defined set of data structures simulating the protocol from a party having authorization 
to export data into the patient's electronic medical record includes the step of accepting the data 
streain from the scanning type machine and arranging the data stream into a defined set of data 
structures simulating the HL7 specification. 

15-17. (Cancelled) 
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1 8 . (Currently Amended) A method of supplementing a medical record with information 
submitted by a patient, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing the patient with a machine readable form including a questionnaire concerning tlie 

patient's medical history, environment, symptoms, or other pertinent Information for 

answering by the patient; 
receiving from the patient the machine readable form including the questionnaire at least 

partially completed so as to provide the patient's medical history, environment. 

symptoms, or other pertinent information a machine-readabl e printed fomi containing 

infomiation about a h e alth status of tli e -pati e nt ; 
e i ectronic ally-scanni T ig-th e printed fomi to conver ting the information on the machine 

readable form to machine-processable data; [[and]] 
c o n in uu i icat c communicating the data to a computer; 

arranging the data into a defined data structure simulating the protocol structure from 
aparty having authorization to export data to the patient's patient-specific electronic 
medical record: 

fomiatting the machine-proc e ssabie data - with the computer so that the data is in a fomi that 
maybe communicated to an electronic m e dical r e cord ' that-is-p er sonal to the patient; 
communicating the formatt e d data to an electronic medical record interface; [[and]] 
verifying that the data is authorized to be added to the patient's electronic medical 
record: and 

adding the information to the patient's p er sonal electronic medical record, wherein the 
patient's pe r sonal electronic medical record contains patient-specific, clinical 
information regarding the patient's healthrand 

presenting the infomiation to aphysicianas - part of the patient's personal electronic m e dical 
record. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 18, further comprising the 
steps of: 

mailing the form to the patient prior to the appointment; and 
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presenting the patient's electronic medical record to the physician, including the information 
from the prirrtcd form, before the patient visits the doctor to apprise the physician of 
the patient's health status in the patient's absence. 



20. (Currently Amended) A method of supplementing a medical record with information 
submitted by a patient, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing the patient with a machine readable form including a questionnaire concerning the 

information to be submitted by the patient, such as the patient's medical history. 

enviromnent. and symptoms: 
receiving from the patient, prior to a visit with a physician, a machin e -r e adable- the machine 

readable printed form filled out by the patient and providing the infonnation 

submitted by the patient in response to the questionnaire and containi T tginfomiation 

about a health status of the patient including the patient's medical histoiy; 

en vi ro m ncnt, and symptoms ; 
elcctromcally scanning the print e d form to -converting the infonnation on the form to 

machine-processable data; and to 
c ommunicate communicating the data to a computer; 

fomiatting tli e machin e -proc c ssablc data witli tlie comput e r so that th e dat - a - is in the fonn of 
arranging the data into a defined data structure simulating a Health Level Seven 
laboratory record, wherein the laboratory record includes the information ixom the 
printed form and information identifying an electronic medical record that is personal 
to the patient; 

commimicating the arranged fomiatted data to an electronic medical record interface; 
verifying that the arranged data is authorized to be added to the patient's electronic medical 
record: and 

engine to automatically add ing the information to the patient's pers o n al electronic medical 
record, wherein the patient's personal electronic medical record contains patient- 
specific, cHnical information regarding the patient's healthrand 

p r esenting tlie pati e nt's personal ■ elcctromc m e dical ■r e cord-t o- thc physician during th e 
p atient's visit with the physiciaii, wlicrehi the e lectronic m e dical r e cord iiicIuJcb t he 
infonnation from tli e -printcd fonn . 
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21. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 19, further comprising the 
of: 

mailing the form to the patient prior to the appointment; and 

presenting the patient's electronic medical record to the physician, including the information 
from the printed form, prior to the visit to inform the physician of the patient's health 
status. 



